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VICE BENCH CLAMP / TABLE VICE

A VICE BENCH CLAMP, SOMETIMES CALLED A TABLE VICE, 
CAN BE CLAMPED TO A WORKBENCH / TABLE TOP. IT IS IDEAL 
FOR LIGHTER WORK OR WHEN AN ENGINEERS VICE / FITTERS 

VICE IS NOT AVAILABLE. IT IS USED TO HOLD MATERIAL IN 
PLACE, WHEN FILING AND CUTTING. IN ADDITION, SOME VICE 

BENCH CLAMPS HAVE 360 DEGREE ROTATION.

VICE BENCH CLAMPS HAVE ADVANTAGES OVER FIXED VICES.
THEY CAN BE MOVED AROUND A WORKSHOP AND CLAMPED 

TO MOST BENCH TOPS. THEY CAN BE UNCLAMPED AND 
REMOVED, LEAVING A COMPLETELY FLAT SURFACE, 

UNIMPEDED BY VICES. VICE BENCH CLAMPS ARE CHEAPER 
THAN THE TRADITIONAL, HEAVY DUTY, FIXED VICES.
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A VICE BENCH CLAMP HAS DISADVANTAGES WHEN COMPARED TO A FIXED VICE.
IT IS NOT DESIGNED FOR HEAVY WORK, SUCH AS REPETITIVE HAMMERING. THE 

CLAMP CAN LOOSEN AND THE VICE BECOME UNSTABLE, AFTER IT HAS BEEN 
USED FOR A WHILE, SO IT SHOULD BE CHECKED FOR TIGHTNESS REGULARLY.  

STORAGE ROOM IS REQUIRED WHEN THE VICE IS NOT IN USE / NOT CLAMPED TO 
A BENCH. THIS TYPE OF VICE CAN BE DIFFICULT TO ADJUST AND SET UP. THE 

DISTANCE BETWEEN THE FIXED AND SLIDING JAWS IS RELATIVELY SMALL, WHICH 
RESTRICTS THE SIZE OF MATERIAL THAT CAN BE HELD BETWEEN THEM. CARE 

MUST BE TAKEN WHEN THE VICE IS BEING TRANSPORTED AND SET UP - IF 
DROPPED THE CAST BODY / FRAME CAN BREAK ( IT COULD LAND ON THE 

OPERATORS FOOT / FEET).
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VICE BENCH CLAMP / TABLE VICE (SWIVEL TYPE)
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SOME VICE BENCH CLAMPS HAVE A SWIVEL MECHANISM, 
THAT ALLOWS THE VICE TO BE SET AT AN ANGLE OR EVEN 

ROTATED HORIZONTALLY. THIS CAN BE USEFUL WHEN 
CUTTING OR FILING AT AN ANGLE.

THE VICE IS LESS STABLE, BECAUSE THE SWIVEL 
MECHANISM TENDS TO LOOSEN OVER TIME. IT SHOULD BE 

CHECKED AND RE-TIGHTENED REGULARLY. THE SWIVEL 
TYPE VICE FITS TO REGULAR BENCH TOPS, WHICH ARE 

THINNER THAN WORKSHOP BENCHES.
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