
HARRY BECK WAS AN ENGINEERING TECHNICAL DRAFTSMAN, WORKING FOR 
THE LONDON UNDERGROUND SIGNALS OFFICE. HE DEVELOPED AN INTEREST 
IN THE WAY RAIL TRANSPORT MAPS WERE GRAPHICALLY PRESENTED. BECK’S 
ICONIC LONDON UNDERGROUND MAP WAS FIRST PUBLISHED IN 1932. IT WAS 
VERY WELL RECEIVED BY TRAVELLERS AND COMMUTERS. BECK’S LONDON 
UNDERGROUND MAP, IS NOW REGARDED AS AN ICONIC DESIGN, AS IT HAS 

INSPIRED OTHER MAP LAYOUTS THROUGHOUT THE WORLD. 

THE INNOVATIVE ‘STYLE’ OF 
MAP THAT BECK 

INTRODUCED, HAS BEEN 
ADAPTED FOR A VAST RANGE 

OF DIAGRAMMATIC 
PRESENTATIONS. IT SET A 

HIGH BENCHMARK FOR 
OTHER MAP DESIGNERS TO 

FOLLOW. THE MAP PROVIDES 
ALL THE NECESSARY 

INFORMATION REQUIRED BY A 
TRAVELLER AND NO 

UNNECESSARY DETAIL OR 
DECORATION. IT IS STRICTLY 

FUNCTIONAL AND YET CAN BE 
REGARDED AS PIECE OF ART, 

REFLECTING A MODERNIST 
PHILOSOPHY. IT IS 

AESTHETICALLY PLEASING.

HARRY BECK (1902 - 1974) - THE LONDON UNDERGROUND MAP

The New Design and Technology GCSE requires a knowledge of designers.

POSTER - Harry Beck - London Underground Map

Can be enlarged to be a poster or simply used as an information sheet.

Download the PDF file.

If you find the information and worksheets useful, consider joining the World 
Association of Technology Teachers.
Join and follow us on Facebook at: 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/254963448192823/

Video Channel: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UChMQUTuG1h9P__Ct8Jj3cVg
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FOR MUCH MORE DETAIL ON DESIGNERS
http://www.technologystudent.com/prddex1.html
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