
Robin Day. Hillestak chairs, for S Hille & 
Co, UK 1950. 

Royal Festival Hall Lounge Armchair, 1951 Polyprop Chair
1963

Low cost storage unit  
the MoMA Prize, 1949

ROBIN DAY (1915-2010), TRAINED AT THE ROYAL 
COLLEGE OF ART IN THE 1930S. HE WAS A 
FURNITURE DESIGNER, BEST KNOWN FOR HIS 
INNOVATIVE DESIGN OF THE POLYPROP CHAIR 
IN 1963, ALTHOUGH THIS WAS NOT HIS ONLY 
RECOGNISED DESIGN. THE POLYPROP CHAIR 
WAS MANUFACTURED FROM POLYPROPYLENE, 
THROUGH INJECTION MOULDING. THE DESIGN 
B E C A M E A T R E N D S E T T E R F O R C H E A P, 
QUALITY, MASS MANUFACTURED, STACKABLE 
CHAIRS.

THE DESIGNER ROBIN DAY

IN 1951 AT THE FESTIVAL OF BRITAIN, ROBIN DAY INTRODUCED 
FURNITURE HE HAD DESIGNED. ONE OF THESE DESIGNS, WAS THE  
‘LOUNGE ARMCHAIR’, CONSTRUCTED FROM INNOVATIVE MATERIALS SUCH 
AS PLYWOOD, WHICH HAD SEEN INCREASED USE DURING THE SECOND WORLD WAR. 
ROBIN DAY WAS INFLUENCE BY MODERNISM AND THE STYLE OF THE BAUHAUS.
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